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A magician said to a volunteer from the audience,“Pick a number, but don't tell me what

it is. Add 15 to it. Multiply your answer by 3. Subtract 9. Divide by 3. Subtract 8. Now tell
me your answer.”

“Thirty-two,” replied the volunteer.

Then the magician immediately guessed the number that the volunteer had originally
chosen.

1. Whaf®was the volunteer’s number?

2. How did the magician know sO quickly? (The magician couldn’t possibly have
worked backwards that fast.) RE L ogublricte) Lf
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